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Wadi Tebn

) The borders of Wadi Tebn start from the
point where it meets with Wadi Warzan over
the region of Al And, on the way to the sea. The
valley is known for its fertile soil. Remarkably,
this is even true of its desert regions as the soil
contains alluvium sediments swept by floods
from mountaintops long centuries ago. Wadi
Tebn is also famous for its Al Husseini Gardens
that are filled with aromatic plants like jasmine
and roses, in addition to regular plantations that
produce various kinds of vegetables and fruits.

) The most important city in the delta of
this valley is Al Hawta, the capital of Lahj
Governorate, which dates back to the end of the
Taherite state. This city did not prosper until
Sheikh Fadl bin Ali Al Abdali settled here in
1145 A.H., and made it his capital. The palace
of Sultan Abdul Karim bin Ali bin Abdullah Al
Abdali, built in 1347 A.H., is now one of the
most eminent landmarks in the city. It is a huge,
three-story palace with a courtyard in front, and
a fountain in the middle; the third floor of this
palace currently hosts the Al Hawta Museum.

) The Grand Mosque is one of the most
important mosques in Al Hawta and dates back
to 1083 A.H. This state mosque is the most
beautiful mosque in the city, and was built by
Sultan Ahmed Mohsen Fadl in 1292 A.H.
The planning and architecture elements of this
mosque appear to have been influenced by the
Islamic architecture in India. A burial room was
annexed to the mosque, in which Sultan Ahmed,
its founder, and many other Lahj emirs, were
buried. The most famous of those emirs was (Al
Qondoman) Ahmed bin Fadl Al Abdali. Next to
the mosque, there are several old houses. These
used to be inhabited by the clans of the sultans
who ruled the governorate of Lahj, which
was well known in the region for its exquisite
handicrafts as well as its delicious candies that
were made in an intriguing traditional style.



